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DRUGS POLICY 
 
 

 Our Vision 

Successful and outstanding in all we do. 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Phil 4:13 

 
 

 
Our mission statement is: 

 
 Have Faith, Take Responsibility, Show Respect and Achieve.  

• Have Faith – to believe in yourself, if you have a religion, strengthen your own 
faith 

• Take Responsibility – for yourself, your actions, the environment  

• Show Respect – towards everyone 

• Achieve – work hard, persevere, be resilient and strive to be the best you can 
be 

 
 

The ethos of our school is embedded in our Christian values:  
 

Honesty, Forgiveness, Love for all, Celebration, Fairness’ Being Thankful, Ambition  
and Resilience 

 
“……….Instead, be filled with the Spirit”.  

Ephesians 5:18 

 

 

 
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and this 

policy supports this commitment. 
 

Policy approved by Governors policy meeting April 2017,2019 Review Date: October 
2022 
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Embedding Pupil Safeguarding Awareness in the Curriculum 
 
All teachers incorporate elements of safeguarding into their lessons where 
appropriate. This involves: 
 
• Informal conversations; 
• Teacher/pupil discussions; 
• Briefings for outings and trips (road safety/stranger danger etc) ; 
• The implementing of our e-Safety Policy regarding ICT usage;  
• An awareness of any potential hazards in lessons – identifying risks 

 and dangers; 
 

Safeguarding is also about pupils’ emotional well-being. Teachers encourage 
pupils to speak out if there is something worrying them, or if they are aware of, 
or witness something unacceptable, untoward or disturbing. Teachers promote 
tolerance and respect for each other and acceptance of individual differences. 
Teachers help pupils develop confidence and resilience and discuss what to do 
if things go wrong. They are approachable and show their willingness to help 
pupils at all times.  

 
 

British Values  
 
At Christ Church C of E Primary School we promote the fundamental British values 
of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of 
those with different faiths and beliefs. 
   
This includes:  

• paired and group work as sharing and working together 

• making choices with an understanding that the freedom to choose and have 
other views is respected and tolerated 

• debating social issues with an understanding of how people can influence 
decision-making through the democratic process  

• an appreciation that school rules protect individual children and is essential for 
their wellbeing and safety 

• an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or 
having none) are accepted and tolerated without discrimination through 
school council elections, persuasive writing, and by promoting our Christian 
school values and Fruits of the spirit as guidelines for behaviour choices.  
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CHRIST CHURCH CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

DRUGS POLICY 
 
For the purpose of this policy a drug is; “A substance people take to change the way 
they feel, think or behave.” (Drugs: Guidance for Schools, DfES February 2004). 
Where the document refers to drugs, this includes alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, 
medicines, new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”) and volatile substances, 
unless otherwise specified. (DfE and ACPO drug advice for schools Advice for local 
authorities, headteachers, school staff and governing bodies September 2012) 
 
Drugs Education at Christ Church CE Primary School takes account of pupil’s views, 
so that it is both appropriate to their age and ability, and relevant to their particular 
circumstances. 
 
Statement of Intent 
Christ Church C/E Primary School is committed to promoting the health and 
wellbeing of its pupils; this includes not only imparting knowledge about what is 
beneficial and what is harmful, but also involves the development of skills and 
judgement to use this knowledge effectively. 
 
This policy forms part of our commitment to promoting physical, emotional, mental 
and spiritual health.  The school will encourage the pupils to consult their 
parents/carers and will support them in doing this.  The school will also work to 
support parental roles and responsibilities.  We believe that early drug education 
delays the age of first experimentation. 
 
Fundamental to this policy is the principle of sharing the responsibility for education 
of young people with parents, by keeping them informed and involved at all times.  
Effective communication and co-operation is essential to the successful 
implementation of this policy. 
 
All pupils, including those in primary schools, are likely to be exposed to the effects 
and influences of drugs in the wider community and be increasingly exposed to 
opportunities to try both legal and illegal drugs. 
 
“As part of the statutory duty on schools to promote pupils’ wellbeing, schools have a 
clear role to play in preventing drug misuse as part of their pastoral responsibilities” 
(DfE and ACPO Drug Advice For Schools, 2012). 
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Aims 

• To make young people aware of the dangers, risks, effects or consequences of 
substance misuse. 

• To prevent drug misuse. 

• To provide children with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and skills to sift 
out reliable messages. 

• To promote health education: mental, physical, spiritual and emotional health. 

• To raise self-esteem. 

• To help develop the attitude of valuing self and looking after self in society. 

• To educate the whole person to make informed choices. 

• To encourage children to examine the pressures (e.g. social, financial, moral) 
placed on them to use/not to use substances. 

• To provide children with strategies to uphold and cope with their decisions within 
their peer group and society. 

• To widen understanding about related health and social issues (e.g. sex and 
sexuality, crime, HIV/AIDS). 

• To seek to minimise the risks that users and potential users face. 

• To enable children to identify sources of appropriate personal support. 
 
 
Objectives 

• To enable children to have an informed opinion on drug use and misuse.  
(Misuse = illegal drugs) 

• To be able to make an informed choice when confronted with the reality of drugs 
in society and have the confidence and skill to carry it through. 

• To know the long term effects of taking drugs and the consequences of drug use 
and misuse within the family, peer group and society. 

• To know about a framework of support within the school and feel able, 
comfortable and confident to ask for support. 

• To be empowered with the skills, knowledge and understanding to deal positively 
with peer pressure. 

• To know about the dangers from handling discarded syringes and needles. 

• To develop self-esteem. 

• To identify and discuss risk and safety to understand that all behaviour is a 
choice. 

• To know that medicines can be helpful or harmful if not used properly. 

• To know about the body and how it works and how to take care of it. 
 
 
Implementation of Aims and Objectives 
The aims and objectives of the school are met through aspects of the children’s 
experiences in the taught curriculum and the informal curriculum.  The taught 
curriculum is mainly delivered through PSHE and Science lessons but other 
opportunities to reinforce learning will occur in other parts of the teaching 
programme.  The school actively co-operates with other agencies such as Social 
Services, Community Police, the LA Health and Safety Team, the local Health 
Promotion Unit and Drug Agencies when necessary to deliver its commitment to 
Drug Education. 
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Drug education is “part of a well-planned programme of PSHE education delivered in 
a supportive environment, where pupils are aware of the school rules, feel able to 
engage in open discussion and feel confident about asking for help if necessary,” 
(DfE and ACPO Drug Advice For Schools, 2012). 
 

• Drug education is delivered through the taught curriculum, both in PSHE and 
science lessons. 

• The programme components include knowledge, understanding, skills and 
attitudes. 

• Circle time is an important way of delivering drug education through games, 
discussions etc. 

• Hidden curriculum messages about drugs and healthy living will be obvious in the 
whole school ethos of being a health promoting school.  For example, posters, 
displays, class and school rules, role models, attitudes to food, no smoking and 
no alcohol policies. 

• The school has a no smoking on the premises policy which supports the drug 
education policy. 

• The behaviour policy supports the development of self-esteem. 

• Staff provide positive role models. 

• There is a cross-curricular emphasis on health and healthy choices. 
 
Drugs education is taught across Year 5 using the BBC Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco 
Education Whiteboard Active Pack. 
 
The member of staff who will oversee and coordinate drug issues is Mrs K Hines.  
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for the development and implementation 
of this policy, and must ensure that all staff dealing with drug education are 
adequately supported and trained. 
 
 
Good practice in Drug Education 

• Is delivered in a clear and honest manner that informs without encouraging 
drug misuse 

• Builds on children’s existing beliefs, knowledge and experience 

• Includes a range of approaches and teaching styles appropriate to the 
children’s age, needs and abilities 

• Is provided at regular intervals throughout the school career so as to 
maximize effectiveness 

• Is provided by teachers and other professionals with specific training in the 
requirements of drug education 

 
 
Entitlement 
Certain aspects of drug education are a statutory requirement as part of the National 
Curriculum - Science 2014.  It states that Year 6 pupils should be taught: 
 
Year 6 
Statutory: “To recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way 
their bodies function.” 
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Non-Statutory: “Pupils should learn how to keep their bodies healthy and how their 
bodies might be damaged – including how some drugs and other substances can be 
harmful to the human body.  Pupils might work scientifically by: exploring the work of 
scientists and scientific research about the relationship between diet, exercise, 
drugs, lifestyle and health.” 
 
This policy does not and cannot stand alone, as it both reflects and is reflected by 
other policies, such as PSHE, Behaviour, No smoking, Relationships & Sex 
Education, Science, Health & Safety, R.E., Medicines policy, Safeguarding and Child 
protection Policy and the SEN policy. 
 
 
Equal Opportunities Issues and Special Needs 
The nature of work undertaken will be appropriate to the age and maturity of the 
pupils.  Children with learning difficulties may need more help than others in coping 
with the physical and emotional aspects of growing up; they may also need more 
help in learning what sorts of behaviour are and are not acceptable, and in being 
warned and prepared against abuse by others. 
 
Support for children who are Looked After or with SEN is reviewed on an individual 
basis with reference to parents and Kingston’s Guidance document for children with 
disabilities. 
 
 
Dealing with Drug Related Incidents 
“The possession, use or supply of illegal and other authorized drugs (as designated 
by the Headteacher) within school boundaries is unacceptable,” (Drugs: Guidance 
for Schools, DfES February 2004). 
 

• In law if any substance is found on the premises the substance should either be 
retained in a safe place and the police contacted or the substance should be 
disposed of immediately by flushing it down the toilet but another person must 
witness this. 

• If the substance is kept in class it is breaking the law as it could be seen as 
possession and could be a danger to the children so it is important to deal with it 
immediately. 

• The head teacher and governors have specified that if any substance is 
found the police should be contacted immediately for advice (see 
appendix). 

• If a child has a needle stick incident, the needle should be put into a container 
which should be sealed and signed by two people.  A medical professional 
should then be called along with the police. 

• Gloves will be available in every classroom red bag in case these incidents occur 
and for general health and safety. 

• Children will need to be aware of procedures if a needle is found on the premises 
e.g. in the playground.  They are not to touch it but tell a member of staff and that 
staff member will deal with it in the manner described. 

• If the children are found with an illegal drug, get a witness, tell the Headteacher 
and call the police. 
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• If there is a drunken parent or adult, or a person suspected of being under the 
influence of drugs on the premises it must be referred to a member of the Senior 
Management team and the Headteacher.   
 
 

Police Involvement 
The police would be informed if there had been an inappropriate sale or supply of 
tobacco, alcohol or illegal drugs to the pupils. 
 
 
Non-prescribed drugs 
Adults are role models for children, and so at Christ Church CE Primary School we 
commit ourselves to: 

• providing a tobacco free environment, both during the day and at evening 
functions where children are present.  This includes e-cigarettes (sometimes 
known as nicotine vaporisers) 

• not using alcohol during the school day 

• as our 1st priority is to the children in our care any adult found on the site 
during the school day under the influence of any drug will be required to leave 
immediately 

• informing parents and visitors of our policy and encouraging them to support 
us 

• making contacts with any relevant outside agencies  
 
 
Administering medicines 
Medicines in most cases are solely administered by the registered first aiders in the 
office or by the parent.  These can only be medicines that are taken orally and 
creams; no injections can be administered. 
 
A doctor must prescribe medicines and written authority must be given by the 
parent/carer, stating the dosage and frequency of administration.  Records of all 
administered medicines are kept in the school office.   Medicines are kept securely in 
the office or the First Aid room refrigerator if required.  Epi-pens for Anaphylactic 
shock will be kept in the classroom of the individual child.  This is to ensure the 
speedy administration of the drug in case of emergencies. 
Please see the Medicines policy for more details. 
 
 
External contributors 
Outside speakers (school nurse, police, theatre groups, etc) will be asked to provide 
the school with a copy of what they intend to deliver before they interact with the 
children and it will be discussed with the Headteacher.  They will be given a copy of 
the drugs policy. 
 
Liaison with other agencies is very important; there should be regular meetings with 
Social Services and Child Protection agencies etc.  There will be liaison with the 
Health Co-ordinator, Health Authority School Nurse and Youth and Offenders 
agency. 
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INSET 
Training for staff – The PSHE co-ordinator will attend courses when available, and 
disseminate information to staff during curriculum meetings and at other times for 
support staff. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
This policy will be reviewed every three years to ensure that it continues to meet its 
aims, and that it develops good practice as new issues arise, new information 
emerges and new resources become available. 
 

We are committed to monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of this programme 
through: 

• pupil feedback in plenary sessions and through pupil voice 

• staff review and feedback, particularly at staff meetings 

• parental feedback through the annual questionnaire 
 
 
This policy for Drug Education reflects the consensus of opinion of the teaching and 
non-teaching staff, the children and the governors.  The implementation of this policy 
is the professional responsibility of all staff. 
 
This policy has been informed by DfE and ACPO Drug Advice For Schools, 2012;  
Drugs: Guidance for Schools, DfES 2004. 
 
Policy written: April 2017 
Review date: April 2019 
Next review date: October 2022 
 
 


