FOCUS ON OUR LINK SCHOOL– CHIKAYAKUTI
KAMBULIRE VILLAGE
Whilst in Malawi we visited Kambulire village and saw another school in a desperate situation. There are 350 learners, with a school with 4 classrooms and 2 teachers’ houses. Many of the children stayed at school until 3pm to see
us. Sadly the classrooms have no roof. This is very difficult
in the hot season, but disastrous in the rainy season, as you can imagine.

Two classrooms have never had a roof, as the villagers cannot raise the funds to
complete the buildings, but the classrooms are still used. The second roof has been
attacked by termites and will now need to be removed until they can afford to replace the timbers. Despite all their difficulties, the staff and children we met were so
thrilled to receive the resources from Christ Church. We gave the children exercise
books and pencils, sports equipment and teachers’ resources; they were so pleased!
Over the coming years we hope to be able to help this
school develop and give the children a chance with their
education. The schools in Malawi have few resources.
Whilst we were there we quickly produced easy resources
on old cardboard, some very late at night!

The next morning we got our standard 8 helpers,
Eunice, Letiya and Ketrina, to produce some resources as well. They were very pleased to help
out. In Malawi the people need ‘a hand up’ to be
able to help themselves. We showed their pupils
how they could help their school develop.
If you would like to find out more about the amazing work of the charity arranging
our schools partnership look at their website at http://www.africanvision.org.uk/. It
is an inspirational charity, based in Surbiton. They have a fantastic team of people in
the UK and in Malawi, helping the poorest and most disadvantaged, with the ethos
of ‘a hand up, not a handout’. Their website is full of stories about their work. They
also have a range of gift ideas if you wish to donate. School uniforms cost £5. A goat
costs £10 or you could feed an orphan for a year for £20. Plenty of ideas for an ethical
gift!
Thank you for your support, it really does make a difference!
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE
ROAD SAFETY
Road safety is one of the most important lessons we can teach our children. Whether a pedestrian, cyclist or using a car, the message is the
same; Always Be Careful
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Are you walking along the
street today?
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Pedestrians:
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Use the Green Cross Code

L

I
N

THE

G

Are you cycling
today?

Cyclists:
Be Safe Be Seen
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Are you going by car today?
Car passengers:
Clunk Click on Every Trip
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IS OUR PRIORITY
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RECEPTION NEWS AND CHALLENGE
As usual, it’s been a busy week in Ladybirds and Bumblebees. We’ve been thinking about
how numbers are made and using a part – part – whole model to show this.
Early this week something exciting happened in our classes.
We came back from lunch to find that huge glittery footprints
were on the floor! We measured our feet and the adults feet
against them and they were MUCH bigger. We decided that
must have been a monster or an ogre or a flying fairy.

it

We’ve been thinking about monsters throughout the week
and designing our own as well – ours are kind and helpful monsters who are
friends with everyone.
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We’ve been continuing to recap our sounds and tricky words. This week we’ve been practising reading and writing our tricky words, please continue to help us with these at home.
We’ve really enjoyed reading all the wonderful ideas the children had about the picture over
the last few weeks and hope you have too. In class, this type of activity is ongoing so please
feel free to use pictures and picture books at home as well to help with these developing
skills.
This weeks challenge homework is all about shape. We would like the children to identify as many different shapes as they can in their environment
and draw these/take photos of them. The children can also use their sounds
to write the name of the shape they have found. Please remind them to
stretch the word so that they can hear every sound.
We do not expect correct spelling and the most important part of the
challenge is that the children use their phonetic (sound) knowledge to
write.
If the children would like a further challenge they can see if any of their
shapes have right angles in. As usual, please write exactly what the children say – grammatical errors included!

IMPORTANT—DATE CHANGE
3C class assembly has been moved to
Friday 21st June

Wed 30th January:

Y4 Hooke Court parent/carer meeting 2.45pm in hall

Thurs 31st January:

Y5 O2 Young Voices trip

Fri 1st February:

2P Class assembly 9.00am in hall
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Children’s Film Afternoon
It’s the last chance to get your tickets for our exciting film event on
Saturday afternoon. Please sign up via https://www.ptaevents.co.uk/cccofepss/
We’re still looking for DBS-checked volunteers, so please do so
via the above website or email Jane Colombo on colombo_jar@yahoo.co.uk
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Parents’ Quiz Night
It’s time to get the grey cells working again as you prepare for pitting your wits against
your parent peers on Friday 8th March at our hugely popular pub-style quiz night. More
details to follow but, in the meantime, get revising and book the babysitter!

THE

PSA-funded DBS checks
If you applied for a PSA-funded DBS check and have now received it, please let us know
so that we can get you onto our volunteer bank by emailing SJ on sarahjanelawrey@outlook.com
DATES FOR DIARIES 2019
Event
Children’s Film Afternoon
Bags2School
Quiz Night
Easter Cake Sale
Easter Raffle

Date
Saturday 26th January
Thursday 14th February
Friday 8th March
Thursday 4th April
Friday 5th April

We are always looking for more volunteers to join the committee. If you are interested
please email our chair, Jane Colombo (colombo_jar@yahoo.co.uk) or if you can only
commit occasionally, join our volunteer bank by contacting SJ on sarahjanelawrey@outlook.com
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