SCHOOL LIFE IN MALAWI
The children start to gather at school at about
6.30am. Some come from Chikuyakuti village and
some from as far away as 3.5km. They sweep and
tidy the grounds and then assembly takes place at
7am. In this picture the teachers’ houses are
shown in the background.

The head teacher is supervising the
sweeping!
The whole school gathers for singing
and a Bible reading at assembly on
the football field.

The lessons start at 7.30am. The children
carry all their belongings all day in a bag
or on their backs.

Children start school at 6 years old and there are 8 years of education in the primary system. At Chikuyakuti there are 6 classrooms and a church. However, there are 9 classes, as
standard one has 2 classes, one of 55 and the other 53. The class sizes are very big at the
bottom of the school, there are over 100 in standard 1, 83 in standard 2 and 98 in standard 3. Standard 3 do not have a classroom until the standard 1 classes go home at 12pm.
They are taught under a tree, 98 of them, with one teacher!
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Standard 4 are taught in the
church and standard 2 in the
canopy classroom provided by
Unicef.

By standard 7 and 8 there are typically 30-35 children in each class as the children start to
work in the fields and around the home. Additionally, the families think that the children
have learned enough and the parents cannot afford to pay any more. Whilst education is
‘free’, children have to pay for exercise books, pens, exam fees and uniforms.
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Over the years Christ Church has made a real difference to the children’s and teachers’
lives. Our money has paid for a borehole in the school so they always get clean water.

We have also paid for an office to store books
and equipment.

Additionally we have paid for many resources, breakfasts for orphans, toilets for
the girls, water harvesters to collect rainwater and many other improvements
around the school.
The kitchen and bathroom are in
a different building outside. All
cooking is done on charcoal or
woodburners. The toilet is a separate building behind this one.
There is no electricity or running
water in the village.
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Mr Mpunga, the head teacher, making
us a cup of tea.

It is very basic inside, but we made ourselves at
home.

The younger children finish school at 12pm and wander home for lunch. The older children
stay until 2pm when the school day finishes. The children have breaks at 9.30 and 12.30.
They are taught Maths, English, Chichewa (the Malawian language), science, agriculture,
arts and design, social development and PE. The youngest children are mostly taught in
Chichewa. The older children are taught in English. To go on to secondary school you need
to pass the standard 8 exam. We have copies for year 6 to have a go at!
A lot of children do not go onto secondary school. Last year 24 students from Chikuyakuti
passed the exam to go away from home to the state run boarding secondary schools. The
parents have to pay for equipment and uniforms and there are school fees to be paid. It
costs £20 per month to send a child to secondary school. Very few children will go on to
university due to the expense for their families.
The children were just as proud of their school and their teaching, as we are at Christ
Church. They were so keen to learn and the teachers worked extremely hard, with no resources and up to 98 children in a class, with no other adults to help them. The children
and teachers were always smiling and having fun in the lessons. At break time and after
school the children all played together, with no interruptions from electronic toys! The
children also had lots of other jobs to do, helping in the fields and at home and getting
water from the borehole. Standard 8 children return to school for extra lessons, by torchlight, from 6-8pm. Then, less than 12 hours later, it all starts again when the village starts
to wake up at about 5am when the sun rises!
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3 VAN GOGH CLASS ASSEMBLY
FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER
9.00AM IN HALL
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PSA Christmas Fair TOYS to school
Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th Nov
Please bring to Studio between 8.45-8.55am

PSA Christmas Fair CAKES to school
Friday 22nd Nov
Please bring to Studio between 8.45-8.55am

PSA CHRISTMAS FAIR
SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER

11.00AM—3.00PM
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RECEPTION CHALLENGE
This week Reception have learnt ‘zz’, ‘qu’, ‘ch’, ‘sh’ and ‘th’. We learnt about Pudsey and even showed off our sounds by writing down some of our own fundraising
ideas!
We invited our parents in so they could see how amazing we are at maths. We can
make three in different ways and now we know how horizontal and vertical lines
join together to make right angles too!
We’d like to thank everyone who came to the Stay and Plays and can’t wait to continue the learning at home!
The challenge for this week is to use non-standard units of measurement (e.g.
something that isn’t usually used to measure) to investigate how tall we are. Find
out who is the tallest in your house and talk about how you know. Choose another
non-standard unit of measurement and estimate how many you would need to
measure yourself this time. Discuss your reasons for this answer. Who needs most/
fewest?
Please record your child’s response exactly as they say or do and remember to enjoy
learning!

PLEASE KILL YOUR SPEED NOT A CHILD
A staff member witnessed a parent/carer driving at speed last week in to the
school car park. A child ran out from a parked car
and was almost hit by the speeding car.
Please slow down and park away from the school
gates. If you are running late, just let the office
know you are on your way and SLOW DOWN. It
really is better late than never.

FOCUS ON SCHOOL UNIFORM
We are very proud to be part of our school. We show this in
many ways, one of which is our uniform.
Please make sure that children wear the correct uniform. It
helps build a sense of community and togetherness and looks
smart!

Just a gentle reminder to all our parents/carers of the school
office opening hours. We have an increasing number of people dropping off forgotten items. The opening hours are:
Mon-Fri:
8.30am—9.45am
Mon—Thurs: 3.30pm—4.30pm

Being Thankful, Celebration, Fairness, Forgiveness, Honesty, Love for
All
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NEWS IN THIS WEEK…
New for the Christmas Fair – (Saturday 24th November 11am-3pm)
Photo Booth
We are very excited to announce a new addition to the Christmas Fair this year. Bring
your best smiles and show off your pearly whites at our fabulous new photo booth! Set
to be Christmas themed, we will provide all the props you could ever need to ensure
that Christmas sparkle. We would like to give a BIG festive cheer to our friends at
Community Motors who are kindly sponsoring the photo booth this year.
Hot drinks discount
The PSA will be supporting the school’s environmental initiative and offering a 10p
discount on all hot drinks providing you bring your own travel cup or re-use a cup at
the fair.
Kingston Food Bank
We will be supporting Kingston Food Bank at the Christmas Fair this year. Please
bring along your donations of packaged, in-date food and drink and we will deliver the
parcel from Christ Church Primary School after the fair. More to follow on this but
please start collecting your food donations.
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Personalised School Tea Towels
The children have been busy completing self-portraits over the last few weeks which
will be featured on personalised School Tea Towels! Another exciting addition this
year, these will be sold at the fair on the ‘Homemade Christmas’ stall for £4.50 each.
*Please note that unfortunately, we’re not able to sell ‘The Ultimate Pudding Company’
Christmas puddings this year due to changes in the company that are beyond our control.

Easy Fundraising
Raise money for the school while you shop online – it’s as easy as that!
Click on the following link or go to ‘Easy Fundraising’ website and search for ‘Christ
Church C of E Surbiton PSA’
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cccesurbitonpsa/?q=christ%20chur&cat=causeautosuggest
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Amazing raffle prizes to be won!
A huge round-up of all the prizes on offer at the Christmas Raffle this year….!
A big thank you to Colin Bull who is kindly donating a WHOLE term of swimming lessons worth £150.
Lots of fabulous prizes waiting to be won with the top prizes including…
1st Prize - £100 Amazon Voucher*
2nd Prize – £100 M&S Voucher*
rd
3 Prize - £100 John Lewis Voucher*
*kindly donated by Warmlite Windows
We will include the full list of prizes next week.
**Please return stubs - fully filled out - and payment in a sealed envelope to the PSA
post box outside the office. Please mark your envelope ‘RAFFLE MONEY’ with your
child’s name and class and return by Friday 23rd November 2018. Cheques can be
made payable to Christ Church School PSA. We would appreciate it if you could also
return any unsold tickets at the same time.** More raffle tickets available at the office.
UPCOMING EVENTS…
Toys to School – Monday & Tuesday 19th& 20th Nov
Many thanks to all of those who provided sweets, bottles & money over the last week.
For ‘Toys to School’ days please wear normal uniform. Please bring toys suitable for
age 4-11 years in very good, clean condition and ensure all puzzles & games are complete. No soft toys or books please.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Event
Toys to School
Cakes to School
Christmas Fair
Bag 2 School
Christmas Disco

Date
Mon & Tues, 19 & 20th Nov
Friday 23rd Nov
Saturday 24th Nov
Tuesday 11th Dec
Friday 14th Dec

Dates for diaries – Explained
Cakes to School
Normal school uniform on this day please. Please bring cake donations to the Studio.
Cake boxes will be sent home with the children a few days before the fair. Cakes can
be homemade or shop bought. NO NUTS.
***
To learn more about what the PSA is and why you should join please contact our
Chair, Jane Colombo on colombo_jar@yahoo.co.uk or our Treasurer, Nancy Adair on
nancyadair1@gmail.com. To sign up for the Volunteer Bank please contact SJ on sarahjanelawrey@outlook.com
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