
Year one home learning pack during school closure 

Year one curriculum map for 2020: 

Subject Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

English - The Secret Sky Garden: 
Narrative writing 

- Pancakes: Instruction 
writing 

- Spring Poetry 

- The Three Little Pigs: 
Narrative writing 
- Summer Poetry 

- My Pet Monster 
- ‘Un-‘ prefix 
- Reading 

Comprehension 

Maths 
- Place Value within 100. 

- Height and Length. 

- Weight and Capacity. 

- Multiplication 

- Division 

- Fractions 

- Position and 

Direction 

- Money 

- Time 

Science 

Plants 
 

Spring - Seasonal 
changes 

Plants 
 

Animals including 
humans 

 
Animals including 

humans 
 

Summer - Seasonal 
changes 

 

RE Why are saints important? 
Why is Easter the most 

important festival for 
Christians? 

Judaism 
 

What is it like to live as 
a Jew? 

Sikhism 
 

What do Sikhs 
believe? 

Computing Using technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and 
retrieve digital content. Including programming bee-bots, operating laptops 

and word processing skills. 

History 
 
 

 
 

Castles; Significant 
historical places in our 

locality. 

Geography 
United Kingdom Our Local Area 

 
 

Art 
 Textiles  

DT Moving pictures  Castles 

Music 

Charanga scheme 
Unit: In the groove 

Charanga scheme 
Unit: Round and round 

Charanga scheme 
Unit: Imagination song 

PE 
Gymnastics 

 
Bat and Ball Skills 

Sports Day 
 

Athletics 

Castle Dance 
 

Athletics 
 
 

PSHE 
Good to be me RSE Changes 

French Common 
greetings/farewell. 
Register in French. 

Fruit and veg, pets and 
body parts 

 
Birds 

 

 

 



Phonics 

It is very important that the children keep practising their phonics on a daily basis.  They 

need to continue to read and recognise the phase 2,3 and 5 sounds and to read monster and 

real words using them.  These monster and real word games can be found on phonicsplay, 

busythings and twinkl. (see below for website details) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please use flashcards game on 

phonics play to practice these 

(or make and use physical 

flashcards with your child!). 



Example “Monster Words” and real words: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the phonicsplay website to help with practising these (Phase 5: reading robot game) 

Tricky words: 

 

Please practise reading and writing these words. Children are expected to know them all by 

the end of Year One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example practical games to play / activities: 

Sound / tricky word bingo: split paper or whiteboard into 4 and children choose 4 words or 

sounds to put in the spaces. Adult reads aloud different words for children to mark off. 



Loop the loop: have a random string of letters typed or written out. Hide some digraphs (two 

letters making one sound) in the line of letters. The children have to draw a line underneath 

the line of letters and loop around the digraphs as they see them. 

e.g.) btnghwzarpmlnbvcartyuioartyotugin 

Matching: Watch a Geraldine the Giraffe video 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJtvjxBYg7I) then try and find things around the 

house or online that have the sound in. You could even label the objects using post-it notes 

to refer back to. 

Word pyramids: practise spelling tricky words by writing them out into a word pyramid. 

The children have had practice with these in Phonics lessons. 

e.g.)    today: 

       t 

       to 

       tod 

       toda 

        today 

 

Make your own phonics flash cards: Cut up pieces of paper or card into similarly sized 

pieces. The children can write the sound on in bold letters and then draw something 

containing that sound. These flashcards can then be used at the beginning of phonics 

practises! 

Create your own sound mazes: Take a look on this website for inspiration 

https://www.youclevermonkey.com/2016/06/letter-sound-mazes.html . Any grid of around 

4x5 squares can be used to make a sound maze, you have to find a pictures next to each 

other with a specific sound in to move through the maze. These can be done with digraphs 

and trigraphs too! 

 

Useful websites and resources for Phonics: 

 Busy things (log-in through LGFL password provided in the week beginning 9th 

March) 

 https://www.ictgames.com/ 

 Alphablocks episodes (cbeebies iplayer: https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbeebies or 

youtube) 

 www.phonicsplay.co.uk – see log in below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJtvjxBYg7I
https://www.youclevermonkey.com/2016/06/letter-sound-mazes.html
https://www.ictgames.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbeebies
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 

Reading 

Please read with your child(ren) for at least 10 minutes every day. This should be a mixture 

of text types (fiction, poetry, non-fiction, magazines etc.). Additionally, reading online can 

also be beneficial. Listening to stories can also help develop children’s reading comprehension 

and increase their vocabulary. 

Comprehension questions to ask children: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Useful websites and resources for Reading: 

 Oxford owl > click on ebooks section: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ (this is free 

but you will need to make an account) 

 Listen to bedtime story episodes (cbeebies iplayer: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbeebies or youtube 

Writing 

The children should be practising writing each day – be that through completing projects, 

keeping a diary or taking a cross curricular approach e.g. writing out the Easter story, writing 

a description of  plant outside, writing up a science experiment, writing instructions for 

making things (food, cards etc.), writing postcards or e-mails to relatives. All writing must 

have capital letters, finger spaces, full stops, question marks / exclamation marks as 

appropriate, neat handwriting and should make use of phonics sounds and tricky words. 

 

Example writing tasks to complete: 

 Spring poems (making use of the 5 senses – e.g. I can see candyfloss pink blossom 

on the branches… I can hear the soft wind whispering in the grass…) 

 

 Handwriting/spelling: practise writing Year 1 tricky words (see above) on lined 

paper. Are all the letters appropriately sized? Are capital letters and letters with 

ascenders (tall letters) twice the size of regular lower case letters? Do descenders 

(letters that come below a line) come below the line? 

 

 Rewrite Easter story (watch beginners bible video on youtube beforehand: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PSgoPdKQFQ) 

 

 Keep a regular diary – discuss the format of a diary entry (starting with Dear 

Diary, ending with “yours (name)”, writing in the 1st person (I, me), including 

punctuation). 

 

 Write instructions (for making food, washing hands properly, looking after a pet 

etc.). These should include: numbers for each instruction, ingredients / equipment if 

relevant, time words (e.g. first, then, next, after that, finally) and bossy verbs (e.g. 

put, mix, break, spread, rinse, turn). 

 

 Create a  storyboard for a familiar story (paper split into 6). Use this as a plan to 

write out the story e.g. The Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbeebies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PSgoPdKQFQ


and other traditional tales. Alternatively use any book with a simple plot that your 

child knows well! The children may like to come up with actions with you to help 

them remember the story (talk for write - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdvJZD-cplg). 

 Please see below for suggested projects that fit with the foundation subjects 

(history, geography, art, DT etc.) as writing would be a key element within any of 

these! 

 

 

Maths 
 

Number: 

Example activities for practising key concepts or skills in number. 

 Concept: Number bonds and patterns 

To the left is a number bond pattern for 5. It shows: 

0 + 5 = 5 (0 yellow counters + 5 red counters = 5 counters) 

1 + 4 = 5 (1 yellow counter + 4 red counters = 5 counters) 

and so on! 

These patterns can be made with everyday objects too like 

colouring pencils, bottle lids, coins, or anything else that can be split by colour! You 

could make the pattern for any number up to 10 or beyond and the children can 

record the addition or subtraction equations that match it. 

 

 Number bonds (mental recall). Call out a number and your child needs to respond 

with that numbers “partner” to make 10 or 20. E.g.) If your target was 10 and you 

called out “4”, the child would need to respond with “6”. You could then start to 

cover up sections of the visuals below to make it harder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdvJZD-cplg


 Simple addition and subtraction practice:  

This could just be finding the answer e.g.) 17 + 6 = __ 

Or could be finding another missing part of the equation e.g.) 17 + __ = 23 

Use any numbers that your child feels confident with (within 100). We encourage to 

children to make or draw the numbers if they need help! Counters or small equally 

sized pieces of paper can represent “ones” and stick shaped objects (lolly sticks, 

straws, strips of paper) can represent “tens” (e.g. the number 37 could be made 

with 3 lolly sticks – tens and 7 counters – ones). 

 

 Part, part, whole models: 

The top circle shows the “whole” number and the bottom two smaller circles show 

two “parts”. These can help the children to solve missing number problems. We 

often give these partially filled in for the children to solve and they are familiar 

with using them! They can be easily drawn out onto paper. They can be used for 

addition and subtraction (the example below could also be 10 – 4 = ?). 

 
 

 Practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s using a 100 square 

(https://primarygames.co.uk/pg2/splat/splatsq100.html) 

 
 

 

What patterns do the children notice? You could colour in the square to show the 

numbers in the 2, 5 or 10 times table to help them look at the patterns (e.g. 2 times 

table is all even numbers, 5 times table pattern is odd then even, 5 times table 

numbers all end in a 5 or a 0, 10 times table numbers all end in 0). 

Other areas of maths: 

https://primarygames.co.uk/pg2/splat/splatsq100.html


Keeping up with fluency of number is key for continuing the children’s mathematics. But also, 

taking advantage of the real-life contexts of being at home would be great for encouraging 

the children to see how maths is useful for everyday life. 

Example activities: 

 Cooking: Weighing and measuring the ingredients themselves will help give them an 

understanding of reading scales (when using analogue scales) and give them a feel 

for what different measurements look or feel like for future reference. A lot of 

talk around units of measure can be had (litres, millilitres, grams, kilograms etc.). 

Cutting up or sharing out the food is a good way of covering fractions too (halves 

and quarters). 

 

 Sorting coins: Can the children come up with different ways for sorting small 

change? E.g.) by colour (silver, bronze, gold and silver), by shape (round, 7 sided 

etc.), by value and so on. 

 

 Setting up a pretend shop: Use post it notes or labels to price up some items around 

the house. Use small change for the children to handle and they can practise 

“buying” things with the money and counting out the necessary amount or “selling” 

things and counting money given to them. This can lead to discussions around giving 

change too! 

 

 Measuring around the house: As well as using rulers, the children have to be able to 

measure using “non-standard units” this could be measuring things with their hand 

spans, foot lengths or even in paces. The children could create a table to record all 

of their measurements and compare the lengths of things in hand lengths, foot 

lengths etc. 

 

 Make a bar chart: Busy things (use lgfl log in sent out the week beginning 9th 

March) have some resources in the KS1 > Maths section around data handling. There 

are some activities based on making bar charts or a tool to make your own custom 

bar chart. This could be about types of toys the children have, foot sizes in the 

house, eye colour or just about anything! 

Useful websites and resources for Maths: 

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  

 Busy things (log-in through LGFL password provided in the week beginning 9th 

March) 

 https://www.ictgames.com/ 

 https://www.mathplayground.com/number_bonds_10.html  

 https://nrich.maths.org/primary  

 https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-maths  

 https://www.twinkl.co.uk/  

 https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.ictgames.com/
https://www.mathplayground.com/number_bonds_10.html
https://nrich.maths.org/primary
https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-maths
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/


 

 

Science projects / experiments 

 

Science throughout Year One aims to develop children’s observational skills and their 

understanding of the world around them. 

Current topic: Plants 

 identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and 

evergreen trees 

 If you can access a garden or see outside, take a look at these tree spotters 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-875-tree-identification-sheet and 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-874-tree-identification-photo-sheet, and 

see how many different types of tree you can identify. 

 Another tree identification activity: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-27514-

british-trees-and-leaves-three-part-matching-cards 

Plant naming cards https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-29218-plants-and-

flowers-flashcards  

 

 identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, 

including trees 

 4 good videos to watch: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html#plantlabelmx ‘Plant Labels’ activity 

 

Next topic: Seasons 

This is an ongoing topic throughout the year. 

 observe changes across the 4 seasons 

 observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies 

 Seasonal observation: Choose a section of a garden, a view from a window or a 

specific plant and ask the children to draw it in detail. Ask the children to repeat 

this activity every week or two weeks and notice any changes that might have 

occurred. A blossoming tree or a daffodil would be particularly good for this.  Link 

their observations with the changing of the seasons – can they spot the signs that 

spring is here?  How will they know summer is here? 

 https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-seasons 

 The children love this video!! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksGiLaIx39c  

 

Next topic: Animals 

 identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 

and mammals 

 Lots of great videos: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv 

 http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html#plantlabelmx ‘Grouping animals’ activity 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-875-tree-identification-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-874-tree-identification-photo-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-27514-british-trees-and-leaves-three-part-matching-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-27514-british-trees-and-leaves-three-part-matching-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-29218-plants-and-flowers-flashcards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-29218-plants-and-flowers-flashcards
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html#plantlabelmx
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-seasons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksGiLaIx39c
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html#plantlabelmx


 Make a poster! Make a poster explaining the different types of animals (mammal, 

reptile, amphibian, bird, insect (or other minibeast / invertebrate), fish) and 

explaining what makes them different from each other. They could draw some 

different examples of each type to share back at school. 

 

 identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 

omnivores 

 describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals including pets) 

 Research an animal online and create a fact file! What does the animal eat? Is it a 

carnivore (meat or other animal eater), herbivore (plant-eater) or omnivore 

(mixture of animals and plants in diet)? Where does it live? What is its habitat 

like? Does it live in a group or on its own? How does it take care of its young? Is it a 

mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird, insect (or other minibeast / invertebrate), fish? 

If the children enjoy this task, they could make one for each of the animal types! 

 https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/ 

 

Experiments and projects to try: 

 

 Root vegetable tops: When you have finished cutting up any root vegetables 

(carrots, parsnips etc.) don’t throw the tops away! Put them in roughly 1-2cm of 

water and observe them over time. What happens? Does the same thing happen to 

all root vegetables? Does it work with other types of vegetables (e.g. celery, 

potatoes)? 

 

 Grow a plant: plant a sunflower seed or any other kind of seed and watch the plant 

grow over time. You could create a table to record how much it has grown in 

centimetres each week (cross curricular with maths). How can it be looked after? 

The children can be in charge of where the plant sits, giving it water and looking 

after it each day. 

 

 Seasonal observation: Choose a section of a garden, a view from a window or a 

specific plant and ask the children to draw it in detail. Ask the children to repeat 

this activity every week or two weeks and notice any changes that might have 

occurred. A blossoming tree or a daffodil would be particularly good for this. 

 

 Research an animal online and create a fact file! What does the animal eat? Is it a 

carnivore (meat or other animal eater), herbivore (plant-eater) or omnivore 

(mixture of animals and plants in diet)? Where does it live? What is its habitat 

like? Does it live in a group or on its own? How does it take care of its young? Is it a 

mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird, insect (or other minibeast / invertebrate), fish? 

If the children enjoy this task, they could make one for each of the animal types! 

 

 Make a poster! Make a poster explaining the different types of animals (mammal, 

reptile, amphibian, bird, insect (or other minibeast / invertebrate), fish) and 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/


explaining what makes them different from each other. They could draw some 

different examples of each type to share back at school. 

 

Art / DT projects 

 

 Learn how weaving works with paper: https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/paper-

weaving.html The children can experiment with different contrasting colours to see 

the effect! Lots of repetition is key with this activity so that the children can 

create a better finished product each time. 

 

 Design a t-shirt: Give your children a template (as shown below) to design their own 

t-shirt on. They can think about pictures, any writing it might have on it, the type 

of font they would like to use and which colours would be best. If you have an old 

blank t-shirt and felt tips (or even better, fabric pens) the children can have a go 

at actually making it! They could take some photos to bring back into school to 

share. 

When they’ve made it, evaluate it! What do you like about your t-shirt and why? 

What was difficult about making it and why? If you were to make it again, what 

would you change on your design? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Research a famous artist! Use the internet or books to find out about an artist 

(https://www.coolkidfacts.com/pablo-picasso/ ). Can the children find: examples of 

their work, when they were born, when they died if applicable and anything about 

their life that is interesting? This could be made into a poster or a leaflet to share 

with peers back in school. If writing about the artist is challenging, the children 

might like to try and recreate one of the artist’s works in their own way!  

 

Useful websites: 

 https://www.tate.org.uk/kids  

 

 

https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/paper-weaving.html
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/paper-weaving.html
https://www.coolkidfacts.com/pablo-picasso/
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids


 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

 
 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/continents/ 

Create your own labelled map with the continents and oceans on them! You could use 

a blank world map as a template: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas; use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this key stage 

 Have fun exploring maps you have at home, and take a look at 

https://www.google.com/earth/  

 Label a blank map of the UK with countries and capital cities! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/continents/
https://www.google.com/earth/


 

 

 

History – Castles 
 

 Create a timeline about how castles changed over time! 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/timeline.htm  

 

 Make a leaflet or poster about castles! 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/ 

 

RE projects 

 
 Find out about Judaism! Which countries have Jewish people living in them? Where 

do Jewish people worship? What is Shabbat?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv  

 

 Find out about Sikhism! What is it? Which countries have Sikhs? Where do they go 

to worship? 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7gjmp3  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-key-stage-1-subjects/religion/sikhism-

religion  

 

 Make a poster about the “5 Ks” of Sikhism!  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2207-the-5-ks-sikhism  

 

French 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-6291-french-body-parts-powerpoint 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-6251-french-fruit-and-vegetable-vocabulary-cards 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-3693-vegetable-word-cards-french 

… use all alongside Google Translate! 

 

Twinkl subscription 

Twinkl is offering parents a free month’s subscription.  Go to www.twinkl.co.uk/offer 

and enter code CVDTWINKLHELPS (more info on their Facebook page).  Then get 

downloading – remember it will only be free for a month! 

 

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/timeline.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7gjmp3
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-key-stage-1-subjects/religion/sikhism-religion
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-key-stage-1-subjects/religion/sikhism-religion
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2207-the-5-ks-sikhism
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-6291-french-body-parts-powerpoint
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-6251-french-fruit-and-vegetable-vocabulary-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-3693-vegetable-word-cards-french
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer

